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SEP 2 1 2007 

onmarka/Arouments 

■ claim, 1-10 are pending in this application, and are rejected in the Office Action 
of Juiy 25 2007. Claims 1-2 and 4-10 are amended herein to mere particularly pent 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter Applicants regard as the Invention. 

Re: Objectio n to Claim 4 

Claim 4 is objected to because of an informality on lines 10-12 thereof. This 
objection is deemed moot in view of the amendment to claim 4 provided here.n. 
Accordingly, withdrawal of the objection is respectfully requested. 

p». R uction of Cjgims 1 2. 4-10 under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) 

Claims 1 , 2 and 4-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 5,761,054 issued to Kuhn (hereinafter, "Kuhn"). Applicants 
respectfully traverse this rejection for at least the following reasons. 

Applicants note that independent claims 1 and 4, as amended herein, include: 

"providing a port formed in the host device, the P"^ 3 " 0 ?'™^ «™ 
^■KSSnrino device to h» irm«rtad into ^removed from the host 

dfiViC %7ovid U ing r : a port cover having a conductor formed therein along a 
na ih *Kantiallv encompassing an area between spaced edges of the 
oort (SS ^SKS SSSA l§ moveable between a first pos i tion ,n 
Pl Z'nS Sr h,,U r th 6 port a n d a secon d position in which m 

ff rT™™ ac — to the ° ort " < e ™ hasis added; see c ' aim h 

"a host device capable of accessing information s tored In the smart 
card the host device including a housing having a port ^rmed the ein m 
^rtXyipg th e, r.*rd to be in««rt ft d into and removed from the host 

S"lTbTa user, wherein when the smart card is inserted into the port, 
information can b elraT^ferred from the smart card to the host device. 
IP a port cover removably coupled to the housing surrounding he 
port wLLin the port is moveabl R between a first position .n wh.ch 
hllS S^ii^ the *nrt a seC ond nos.fon m whjen 

?Z S elver doe- nn/nhvsicallv blo ck tha_po rt" (empnas.s added; see 
claim 4) 
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• As indicated above, amended independent claims 1 and 4 respectively define a 
method and apparatus in which g port formed in a host device allows an information- 
corin g device to inserted i n to and r e moved from the host device by a use r. A port 
cover having a conductor formed therein is also provided. The port cover is moveable 
between » first pos it ion jn whi.h the sort rover blocks the port and a second pos.t.on ,n 
which the Bfid Sovir SQibles »^ ss to the port Support for the above-referenced 
features may be found, for example, on page 3, lines 19-21, page 4. lines 12-16. page 
5, lines 25-26. page 6. lines 11-13 and/or page 8. lines 3-6 of Applicants' specificat,on. 

Kuhn fails to teach or suggest, inter alia, the above-referenced features of 
independent claims 1 and 4. In formulating the instant rejection, the Examiner alleges 
that integrated circuit die 14. substrate 15 and printed circuit board 20 of Kuhn 
correspond to the claimed "host device" (see pages 2-3 of Office Action dated July 25. 
2007) In response. Applicants note that Kuhn fails to teach or suggest that integrated 
circuit die 14. substrate 15 and printed circuit board 20 (i.e.. the alleged "host device") 
include a "port" that allows an information-storing device/smart card to be inserted into 
and removed from the port by a user, as claimed. Accordingly, for this reason alone. 
Kuhn fails to anticipate independent claims 1 and 4 and their respective dependent 
claims. 

The Examiner further alleges that flexible circuit 12 of Kuhn corresponds to the 
claimed "port cover" (see pages 2-3 of Office Action dated July 25. 2007). In response, 
Applicants note that Kuhn fails to teach or suggest that flexible circuit 12 (i.e.. the 
alleged "port cover") is adapted to be moveable back and forth between a first position 
in which the port cover blocks the port and a second position in which the port cover 
does not block the port, as claimed. Rather. Kuhn expressly teaches that: 

"The fi^vihi ^ nirn.it 17 mav be bo nded to the integrated circuit 14 with . a n 
.g ST ^ W .SaflEB D thj material of the 55 
th^T te grated circuit 14 *n that anv attempt to unwrap the flexible arcu jt 
1? fro m the die 14 will result in d estruction of theintsq rated CjrcujtJA or 
the separation of the polyamide and conductive trace 18 so that the 
conductive trace 18 remains attached to the die 14." (emphas.s added, 
see column 2, lines 35-42) 
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RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

SEP 2 1 2007 

As indicated above. Kuhn ostensibly teaches that the adhesive bonding 
connection between flexible circuit 12 and integrated circuit 14 is of a permanent 
nature As such. Kuhn fails to teach or suggest. at jd^gctuaHy. ***** from - 
f^dbTe circuit 12 (i.e.. the alleged "port cover") being moveable between a first posrt.cn 
in which the port cover b.ocks the port and a second position in which the port cover 
does not block the port, as claimed. According*, for the foregoing reasons, cla.ms 1 . 2 
and 4-10 are deemed patentable over Kuhn and withdrawal of the rejection is 
respectfully requested. 

Re; Rejection Of Claim 3 un* *- 35 H S C! 6103(a) 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Kuhn. 
Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection for at least the same reasons stated 
above in conjunction with claims 1. 2 and 4-10 since Kuhn fails to teach or suggest. 
inter alia the "port" and "port cover" defined by independent claim 1 (from wh.ch claim 3 
depends). Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection of claim 3 is respectfully requested. 
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S2nS ^fow of the foregoing remarks/arguments and accompanying amendments, 
the Applicant believes this applicat.cn stands in condition for allowance. Accordingly 
reconsideration and allowance are respectfully soiicited. If. however, the Exam.ner .s of 
th e opinion that such action cannot be taken, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
Applicant's attorney at (609) 734-6815, so that a mutually convenient date and time for 
a telephonic interview may be scheduied. No fee is believed due. However. ,f a fee is 
due, please charge the fee to Deposit Account 07-0832. 

Respectfully submitted, 



By: Paul P. Kiel 

Reg. No. 40.677 
Phone (609) 734-6815 



Patent Operations 
Thomson Licensing LLC 
P.O. Box 5312 

Princeton, New Jersey 08540 
Date: S^LMx 
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